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end face defining a 
optical fibers, the 



1. (Currently amended) A fiber optic connector comprising: 

a multifiber ferrule having an end face and an opposed rear face, th 
plurality of optical fiber bores opening therethrough for receiving respecti 
fiber optic connector defining a longitudinal axis that is generally parallel tip the optical fiber 
bores and the end face defining at least one lateral axis generally perpendic|ilar to the 
longitudinal axis; 

means for applying a biasing force to the ferrule in the direction of I 



a spring seat having a forward portion that engages the rear face of i; 



rearward portion opposite the forward portion: and 

at least one pair of spaced apart force centering elements, the fbxcej 
engaging one of the ferrule and the biasing force means to balance the bia 
lateral axis defined by the end face of the ferrule; 

wherein the force centering elements are medially disposed on the ijbarward p ortion of the 



entering elements 
jSjng force about the 



spring seat and each force centering element comprises a protrusion that ex tends outwardly from 



le longitudinal axis; 



le ferrule and a 



the rearward portion . 



Claims 2-3 (Canceled). 



4. (Currently amended) A fiber optic connector according to claim 3 !;laim 1 wherein the 
protrusion engages the biasing force means that exerts the biasing force orirthe ferrule and 
wherein the forward portion of the spring seat engages the rear face of the penile to transfer the 
biasing force to the ferrule. 

Claims 5-20 (Canceled). 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A fiber optic connector comprising: 

a multifiber ferrule having an end face and an opposed rear face, tto 
plurality of optical fiber bores extending therethrough for receiving the 
optical fibers adjacent the end face, the ferrule further having at least one 
receiving a guide pin to align the multifiber feirule with a mating muMfib 
hole defining an axis that is parallel to the optical fiber bores, the fiber optjjfc 
longitudinal axis that is generally parallel to the axis defined by the guide 
one lateral axis generally perpendicular to the longitudinal axis; 

means for applying a biasing force to the ferrule in the direction of 



ferrule having a 
portions of respective 
ride pin hole for 
ferrule, the guide pin 
connector defining a 
hole and at least 



Em 



he longitudinal axis; 



a spring seat having a forward portion that engages the re ar face ofjihe ferrule and a 



rearward portion opposite the forward portion: and 

at least a pair of spaced apart force centering elements disposed s; 
lateral axis to apply a resultant biasing force to the ferrule in the direction 
such that the ferrule is not subjected to a moment about the lateral axis; 

wherein the force centering elements are medially disposed on the jrbarward portion of the 



spring seat and each force ce 
the rearward portion. 



22 



lg element comprises a p rotrusion that extends outwardly from 



.etrically about the 
f the longitudinal axis 



>r and having an end 



(Currently amended) A fiber optic connector comprising: 
a multifiber ferrule movably disposed within the fiber optic conne 
face, an opposed rear face and a plurality of optical fiber bores extending tj 5tween the end face 
and the rear face, the optical fiber bores opening through the end face and jhe end face defining a 
plane that is generally perpendicular to the optical fiber bores and a longiti dinal axis generally 
parallel to the optical fiber bores; 

means for applying a biasing force to the ferrule; aad 

a spring seat having a forward portion that engages the rear face oflfae ferrule and ft 
rearward portion opposite the fo rward portion: and 
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at least a pair of spaced apart force centering means disposed s; 
longitudinal axis for balancing the biasing force applied to the ferrule 
only in a direction that is parallel to the optical fiber bores and does not p: 
a lateral axis in the plane defined by the end face; 

wherein the force centering elements are medially disposed on the 
spring seat and each force centering element comprises a protrusion that e: 




uically about the 

the ferrule moves 
iuce a moment about 

yard portion of the 



the rearward portion. 
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ends outwardly from 



Claims 23-35 (Canceled). 
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